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With the help and co-

ordination of the Dis-

aster Response team 

of MNA (Mission to 

North America), some 

of our members can 

prepare, train, and 

equip themselves into 

a team that can be 

ready to provide assis-

tance to those to 

whom God leads us.   

 

MNA already has a 

network of many 

teams across the na-

tion, volunteer teams 

which have provided 

Through two of our 

leaders, Joe LeMoyne 

and Ruben Trevino, 

Bethel is looking into 

developing a mercy 

ministry that aims to 

provide some disaster 

relief to localities that 

are struck by destruc-

tive events of every 

kind.   

 

We are all aware of 

natural disasters that 

occur without warn-

ing and impart heart-

wrenching tragedies 

to many families, 

some as recently as 

the tornados in Ala-

bama and Arkansas 

just in the last few 

days, not to mention 

the monster tornadoes 

that struck Joplin, 

Missouri and Tusca-

loosa, Alabama not 

long ago.   

 

Everyone remembers 

the great ice storm 

several years ago and 

Hurricane Hugo that 

felled trees and 

knocked out power to 

hundreds of homes for 

long periods of 

timeéin this locality.   

 

Disasters can happen 

anywhere, anytime.  

Every disaster gives 

the people of God an 

opportunity to minis-

ter, in His name, to 

those who desperately 

need some relief and 

some spiritual help to 

pick up and keep go-

ing on with life.   
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Special points of interest: 

¶ The Men of the Covenant will meet 

Monday, February  6, at 6:30 pm at 

the Family Life Center.  The meal 

will be prepared by Bobby 

Boyd.  After the meal and the 

business meeting, the men will 

travel to the Clover District Audito-

rium for a program by Jay Forrest 

and the Clover High School Cho-

raliers.  All men are encouraged to 

attend. 
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sent their findings and recom-

mendations to the Deacons and 

Elders soon.  Anyone interest-

ed in learning more about this 

proposed project may inquire 

of Joe or Ruben. 

much needed help.  They also 

have a network of volunteer on

-site coordinators, each of 

whom can organize and direct 

the effort at each disaster lo-

cality.   

Joe and Ruben are researching 

how Bethel can help in this 

PCA-wide ministry, as well as 

possess a capability to help 

deal with any disaster that 

might occur here, and will pre-



meeting. 

 

Dean McCarter reported that the 

committee considering balcony 

safety will continue its work, and 

report at the February Session 

meeting. 

 

Cary Grant and Jim Jackson re-

ported on committee work con-

cerning updated employee job de-

scriptions.  A motion was M/S/A 

to approve the updated job de-

scriptions as presented. 

 

The Session received information, 

a copy of which is appended to 

these minutes, concerning the 

work of Jonathan Dorst at Grace 

Stillwater, PCA, and recommends 

that the Diaconate consider this 

project in the upcoming budget. 

 

The Session will review the church 

membership roll at its February 

meeting.  Session members were 

encouraged to review the list of 

Communicant members of Bethel 

before the meeting. 

 

Session members have received 

Backdoor Greeter and Communion 

Preparer lists.  Additionally, lists 

of Church Advisory Committees 

and Elder/Deacon Teams will be 

updated by the Pastor and Office 

Staff. 

 

A motion was M/S/A to adjourn. 

The meeting was closed with pray-

er by Bobby Love. 

 

Robert C. Love, Jr.  

Clerk of Session 

 

The Session of Bethel Presbyterian 

Church met Sunday, January 8, 

2012 at 2:00 PM in the Conference 

Room of the Family Life Center 

with Moderator, Rev. John Gess. 

The meeting was called to order 

and opened with the reading of the 

Scriptures from Deuteronomy 6:1-

9 and prayer by the Moderator. 

 

A quorum was present.  Elders 

present: David E. Drechsler, Don-

ald E. Johnson, Daniel B. Love, 

Cary E. Grant, James T. Jackson, 

H. Dean McCarter, J. Brent Clin-

ton, Christopher L. Wallace, Rob-

ert N. Boyd, Frank C. Falls, Jr., 

and Robert C. Love, Jr.  Also pre-

sent were Pastoral Interns, Marcus 

Van Vlake and Mark Ashbaugh, 

and Diaconate Chairman, Tommy 

Dixon. A motion was made, se-

conded and approved to approve 

the minutes of the December 11 

(AM & PM), 2011, December 18, 

2011, and January 1, 2012, Session 

meetings as written and mailed to 

each Session member. 

 

Tommy Dixon gave the Deacons 

report and reviewed the minutes of 

the January 3, 2012 Deacons meet-

ing, a copy of which is appended 

to these minutes. Following dis-

cussion, Tommy Dixon was dis-

missed from the meeting with 

prayer by Cary Grant.   

 

A motion was M/S/A to approve 

the Deacons report, minutes of 

January 3, 2012 meeting, and ac-

tions taken, with particular empha-

sis regarding the financial report-

ing change from a fiscal year end-

ing March 31, to a calendar year 

basis.  A motion was M/S/A to ap-

prove all 2011 Deacon meeting 

minutes, as previously reviewed 

by the Session. 

 

The following motions were M/S/

A: 

 

to approve the Session Call to 

Marcus Van Vlake, as As-

sistant Pastor, a copy of 

which is appended to these 

minutes. 

 

to approve Cary Grant and Jim 

Jackson as Session repre-

sentatives to the meeting of 

Fellowship Presbytery to 

be held January 28, 2012 at 

Trinity PCA in Chester, 

SC. 

 

to call a Congregational meet-

ing for Sunday, February 

12, 2012, following morn-

ing worship, for the pur-

pose of nominating Elders 

for the Class of 2016.   

 

The Session reviewed and revised 

a list of all Bethel male members 

at least 18 years old for the up-

coming Elder nominations.  A mo-

tion was M/S/A to approve the re-

vised list of potential Elder nomi-

nees. 

 

Following Session recommenda-

tion to Fellowship Presbytery, a 

copy of which is appended to these 

minutes, Mark Ashbaugh will 

make application to come under 

the care of Fellowship Presbytery 

at the January 28, 2012 Presbytery 
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gospel is the only hope we can have 

in the midst of fear and violence 

around our cities. Yes, we need cour-

age and valor, but to bring hope that 

transform our cities in Northern Mex-

ico.ò (Quote from a letter from An-

dres Garza.) 

 

Our college students, that the Lord 

will guard their hearts and minds, and 

that they will honor Him in their stud-

ies.   

 

Expectant mothers and their unborn 

babies within the church family. 

 

Our soldiers serving in Afghanistan/

Iraq:  James Pittman, III (nephew of 

Victoria & Steve Linder), John Rice 

(grandson of Joe & Phyllis Wysor) 

recovering from injuries from a road-

side bomb explosion, Greg Sandifer 

and Ted Trevino.  

 

Please see the weekly worship guide 

for prayer requests of individuals 

within the Bethel congregation. 

Rev. Gess,  Assistant Pastor Marcus 

Van Vlake and Intern Mark Ash-

baugh, as they preach and minister to 

the Bethel congregation, and for their 

families. 

 

Please pray for Marcus and family, 

for spiritual protection and growth for 

our family, as we seek to love God 

and love others for His glory!  

 

The Escalante family, as they begin 

the work of church planting. Pray that 

they can learn what God wants to 

teach them and to implement it in the 

project in Mexico City. Pray for the 

families in Mexico City who Marco 

invited to be part of the core group, 

and for Marc as he remains in          

Clover to finish high school.   

 

The Lee family, as Michael and Tricia 

begin their ministry in Monterrey, and 

for Hannah, Amber and Jacob, who 

are in school in  the York Co. area.  

 

Kirsten Allen, working in Mexico 

City in conjunction with MTW and 

the church planting effort directed by 

Marco Escalante.  Please pray for her 

safety as she uses public transporta-

tion and for increasing fluency in the 

Spanish language. 

 

Session and Diaconate members, 

WIC officers, Sunday School teach-

ers, Kidôs Quest teachers, Bible Study 

leaders, Youth leaders/teachers, giv-

ing thanks for their faithfulness and 

willingness to serve. 

 

Missionaries throughout the world, as 

well as local ministries such as Habi-

tat for Humanity, Godôs Kitchen, Clo-

ver Area Assistance Center and Bibli-

cal Studies Released Time. Please 

pray fervently for the work in North-

ern Mexico, for ñôgreat boldness to 

keep preaching the gospel.....ô (Acts 

4:29) because we all know that the 
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